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Statements for the Record by the United States of America 

Statements Introduced on June 22, 2012 by Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and 
International Environmental and Scientific Affairs Dr. Kerri-Ann Jones at the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

We interpret the outcome document for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development in light of U.S. positions on economic, social, and cultural rights, including those 
related to water and food, and on the topic of the right to development, which are stated in 
Chapter 6 of the annual Digest of United States Practice in International Law, available at 
http://www. state.gov/s/l/c8 1 83 .htm . 

The United States strongly supports the endorsement of sexual and reproductive health and 
access to family planning in the outcome document. To reach our goals for sustainable 
development, it is critical that we also respect and ensure the reproductive rights of women, 
including their right to decide whether and when to have children. The United States considers 
that these decisions have a direct impact on sustainable development, and we will continue to 
work to ensure that reproductive rights are recognized and promoted. Nothing in the outcome 
document should be read to constrain those rights in any way. 

The United States firmly considers that strong intellectual property rights protection and 
enforcement provide critical incentives needed to drive the innovation that will address the 
health, environmental, and development challenges of today and tomorrow. Such protection is 
also an essential component of any international technology cooperation effort aimed at 
addressing those challenges through the facilitation of access to, and dissemination of, such 
technologies. The United States understands, with respect to the outcome document, that all 
references to transfer of, or access to, technology are to voluntary technology transfer on 
mutually agreed terms and conditions and all references to access to information/knowledge are 
to information or knowledge that is made available with the authorization of the legitimate 
holder. The United States also understands that the further evolution of discussions and 
agreements on technology transfer noted in paragraph 269 refers to discussions and agreements 
emphasizing that technology transfer and cooperation are to be decided by businesses 
independently and not to be used by governments as a pre-condition for market access. The 
United States further understands that nothing in this outcome document in any way purports to 
interpret or alter the TRIPS Agreement. 

The United States understands that nothing in the outcome document purports to affect rights and 
obligations under international law, including with respect to the rights to take trade measures. It 
also does not purport to affect the potential constraints under international law or agreements that 
apply to "policy space" with regard to the three pillars of sustainable development. 



In connection with the reference to foreign occupation in paragraph 27, the United States 
reaffirms its deep commitment to pursuing a comprehensive and lasting peace based on a two- 
state solution to the Israeli- Palestinian conflict. The United States remains committed to 
supporting the Palestinian people in practical and effective ways, including in the field of 
sustainable development. The United States will continue to work with the Palestinian 
Authority, Israel, and international partners to improve the lives of ordinary people toward a 
more sustainable future. 



With respect to the reference in paragraph 206 of the outcome document to a land-degradation 
neutral world, the United States expresses its concern from both definitional and operational 
points of view and understands that efforts in furtherance of this aspirational goal would be 
voluntary efforts at the national level and would not entail any international administration, 
whether under the UN Convention to Combat Desertification or otherwise. 



The United States is not among those countries that have accepted an ODA target. Such a target 
would detract from the more important issues of the effectiveness and quality of aid and the 
policies in the recipient country. The United States has traditionally been the largest aid donor in 
volume terms and will continue to provide high-quality aid in a way that encourages reform 
efforts in developing countries. 



